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platform men of his day in England. One gets
a clear vision of G. B. S. in these days, harangu-
ing a Sunday morning mob from the tail end of
a cart in Hyde Park. He heard Henry George
lecture one night, arid the American gave him a
definite impulse towards social problems in con-
trast with the theoretic and intellectual prob-
lems which philosophical socialism is wont to
thresh out. Shaw declares that George was a
turning point in his career; though the single
tax panacea did not entirely satisfy him later.
He allied himself with the Land Reform Union
and became acquainted with thinkers like Edward
Carpenter, Henry Salt, Sidney Olivier, Sidney
Webb, and J. L, Joyne; also he settled into those
ascetic habits of life which today offer us the
spectacle of one whose own writings are taken to
plead for seemingly lawless irregularities, leading
a life of well-nigh monastic regimen and absten-
tion. Vegetarianism was adopted and has been
consistently followed; a habit " the ravages of
which his robust constitution," says McCabe,
"has admirably resisted for years," a somewhat
naive remark, hardly doing justice to the proba-
bility that this dietary predilection, along with an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